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VFI WOODEN HAT BLOCK SETS 

 

About the wooden block sets 

Lets start with the anatomy of a hat.  

 

As seen in the image right, the crown is 

made up of a tip, side-band and the head-

band; and then add the brim and you have 

the typical hat. 

In traditional millinery the crown and the 

brim are constructed seperately and then 

stitched together at the head-band. 

 

 

For the hat to fit the wearer the head-

band needs to measure the same as the 

wearer’s forehead, as seen with the 

positioning of the tape in the picture on 

the left. 

 
 
 
 
Refering to the anatomy of the hat block set 
in the picture right, the crown  
and collar  
and brim  
are all separate pieces.  
The blocks are sitting on a stand,  
as with all the wooden block sets.  
The stand makes it easier to rotate and work 
with the blocks. 
 
The collar represents the finished size of the hat’s head-band. Having a separate 

collar block to put with a brim or crown makes it  easier to achieve a headband. 
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Refering to the anatomy of the hat block set in the picture below,  

the crown  

and it’s tip  

and the brim  

are all separate pieces on a stand. 

As mentioned above the crown and brim are 

constructed seperately. In this case the Crown 

block can be used with the included tip on, to 

give a curved shape to the top of the hat’s 

crown. Or the crown can be used without this 

tip, to give the finished hat a flat crown top 

This set has no collar block, however the base of the crown could be used to 

perform the function of a collar on the brim. 

 

Using the wooden Hat Blocks 

Before using the blocks, cover them with plastic to prevent your felt sticking to 

the block. If this were to happen it would be very difficult to remove from the 

block and the felt would be too damaged to be used. Just as importantly the 

plastic protects the wood from water and stiffening or dye products in the felt. 

Easy options are to wrap the blocks in 2+ layers of clingwrap or to use a freezer 

bag.  The wrapped plastic will not leave any indention on the finished hat. 

To achieve smoothly shaped and blocked felt, it is best to steam and secure the 

felt firmly to the block. Felt can be secured in place with cord or elastic and pins 

specifically for blocking use.  

As seen in images below. 

               hat block pins  
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Once the felt has dried it can be removed from the 

block. Use care when removing the felt from the 

block. It may be necessary to use something to ‘prise’ 

the felt from the block. In this case it is best to use a 

metal or plastic corset stay (see image left), which 

would not cause damage the felt or wooden block.     

 

After using the blocks remove plastic and wipe blocks clean. 

 

Storage of the wooden Block Sets  

Store with stand kept separately in protective bag/box supplied by VFI 

 

 

 

 

In millinery terminology there are two commonly 

used felt shapes (also know as hat bodies) to make 

hats.  

These are called 

• a hood or cone which is usually used to make a 

crown or small brim 

 

• a capeline, a fluted shape, which would be need to 

make a larger brim or a crown 

 

Materials needed 
• Blocking pins are available at Melbourne on-line store: House of Adorn 

https://www.houseofadorn.com/millinery-blocking-pins-red-dome-pack-of-

50?utm_medium=google-free-shopping-listings&utm_source=RQmedia 

Mapping pins or thumbtacks should not be used as they cause damage to the 

wooden blocks 

• Corset Stays can be purchased at haberdashery suppliers.  

Steel Corset Stays are available from Melbourne supplier: 

https://www.hattersmillinerysupplies.com.au/products/steel-corset-stays/ 

• Plastic is available from supermarkets or recycle 

https://www.houseofadorn.com/millinery-blocking-pins-red-dome-pack-of-50?utm_medium=google-free-shopping-listings&utm_source=RQmedia
https://www.houseofadorn.com/millinery-blocking-pins-red-dome-pack-of-50?utm_medium=google-free-shopping-listings&utm_source=RQmedia
https://www.hattersmillinerysupplies.com.au/products/steel-corset-stays/

